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SUMMARY 
At a meeting of the Environment and Performance Scrutiny Committee in June 2019 
it was agreed that due to ongoing public complaints in respect of anti-social behaviour 
activity within the Borough and concerns relating to alcohol licensing, a review be 
carried out. 
 
An initial pre scrutiny Inquiry Evening was held to assist in scoping the review, 
thereafter a Task and Finish Group was convened to conduct the review and address 
public concerns.  
 
The review by the Task and Finish Group has delivered a robust set of 
recommendations, for the Council and its partners, which were subsequently agreed 
by the parent committee on 3rd November 2020. The supporting evidence provided to 
assist deliberations clearly demonstrates the diligence of Members, Officers and 
partners who were involved in the review. 
 
The request before Cabinet is an invitation to thank members and officers of the task 
and finish group and the parent committee for their outstanding work developing the 
recommendations (appendix A) and to accept them in their entirety.  

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

1. Cabinet determine to note the findings and to thank the Members and Officers 
involved in the Task and Finish (T&F) Group / Environment and Performance 
(E&P) Committee for their well-considered and thorough scrutiny work; and agree 
to accept in full their recommendations at Appendix A.  

2. Cabinet delegate responsibility to the Assistant Director Regulation to take 
forward the recommendations, in consultation with the relevant Portfolio 
Holder/Chair of Boston Town Area Committee (BTAC). 

B   O   S   T   O   N 
  B O R O U G H  C O U N C I L  

 

 

 



 

 

REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
To address the challenges explored by members of the Task and Finish Group and  
highlighted within the review process and strengthen the Councils position managing 
community safety and anti-social behaviour in the borough and to enhance the 
support provided to Lincolnshire Police in the performance of their duties addressing 
crime and disorder. 
 
 

 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 
 
To dismiss or amend the recommendations at Appendix A in this report. 
 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Background 

 

1.1 The starting point of this review was to carry out a public consultation exercise 
which returned in excess of 150 responses. The feedback provided a very 
clear insight into the key concerns held by the public and their perceived fears 
and frustration in respect of licensing activity and Police enforcement within 
Boston. 
 

1.2 Representation by the various support services within the town all agreed 
certain areas identified within the consultation including ease of access to 
strong alcohol, and ongoing pharmaceutical misuse drive fears. However, they 
also confirmed reductions of ASB and aspects of such, within the town centre. 
They further identified key partnership working taking place to support 
homelessness and vulnerable people in the community alongside strong and 
effective relationships with the majority of publicans. 

 
1.3 The Police along with Council’s Licensing and Land Charges Manager 

addressed the numerous questions relating to alcohol licensing from the public 
consultation. Dispelling some myths in respect of the amount of licensed 
premises, they importantly highlighted the stringent legislation currently in 
place that they had to adhere to. Significant recommendations to take forward 
to Parliament were agreed. 

 
1.4 A detailed meeting with the Police and the Council’s Community Safety Officer 

provided a wide depth of information and data across all streams of anti-social 
behaviour in Boston were compared to Skegness and Horncastle. The number 
of enforcement actions taking place were evidenced alongside details of 
policing resources, key areas of concern and also areas of improvement. 



 
2. Summary by the Chairman Councillor Judith Skinner: 

This review has, through no fault of anyone, been undertaken at a difficult 

time due to Covid-19 resulting in its suspension until August 2020. 

Furthermore, both the day and evening economy along with the overall social 

scene has changed dramatically. 

However, the healthy response from the consultation provided an invaluable 

document on which the group based meetings. In-depth meetings with 

partners allowed questions to be raised / concerns stated and mis-

understandings to be addressed. 

Significant evidence gathering by the Council’s officers has enabled many 

areas to be challenged and explained from the consultation exercise. 

The recommendations that have been agreed are strong and reasonable in 

light of the outcomes of the review and will be monitored overtime with an 

update on all being brought back to the parent committee in 2021 to update 

everyone involved. 

My gratitude goes to all those support services representatives for attending 

our meeting in January and furthermore to the Police and our own Council 

Managers, for their professional advice and information which I trust will allow 

a clearer understanding of the constraints within which we all operate. 

 
 
3. Conclusion: 

 
3.1 The recommendations developed by the Task and Finish Group under the 

auspices of the parent Environment & Performance Committee can be found 
at appendix A. 

 
3.2 Members of Cabinet can be assured that these recommendations have been 

developed from a robust evidence base, presented by a cross section of our 
own Officers, as well as key partners that have a role to play in supporting the 
Council in its endeavours to deliver on the core priorities of the Corporate 
Plan. 

 
3.3 In this instance, it is to provide our residents and visitors to Boston with a safe 

and secure environment in which they can live, work and visit. In supporting 
the  recommendations contained in the report, Members can be a assured of 
the furtherance of that ambition. 

 

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no direct financial implications arising from this report from the decision by 
Cabinet to approve or not, the recommendations. 
 



 
When each of the recommendations are implemented, the financial implications will 
be considered carefully at that juncture. If any of the recommendations take the 
council beyond the tolerances contained in the medium term financial strategy then a 
further report will be brought before members for consideration before 
implementation. 
 

 
 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
The decision to approve or not the recommendations contained in the report by 
Cabinet does not in itself have legal implications.  
 
When considering the recommendations, the legality of each recommendation will be 
reviewed before implementation. 
 

 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The decision to approve or not the recommendations contained in the report by 
Cabinet does not in itself have climate change implications.  
 
When each of the recommendations are implemented, there is not likely to be any 
adverse climate change implications, however, detailed considerations will be made 
at that juncture.  
 
 

 

EQUALITY AND SAFEGUARDING IMPLICATIONS 
 
The decision to approve or not the recommendations contained in the report by 
Cabinet does not in itself have equality and safeguarding implications.  
 
When each of the recommendations are implemented then the equality and 
safeguarding implications will be considered at that juncture. 
 

 
 

OTHER IMPLICATIONS  
 
None  
 

 
CONSULTATION 
Portfolio Holder Councillor Paul Skinner 
Madam Chairman of the Environment and Performance Committee; Councillor Judith 
Skinner 
 



APPENDICES 
 
Appendices are listed below and attached to the back of the report: - 
 

APPENDIX A Task and Finish Group / Environment and 
Performance Committee recommendations  

 
 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
Background papers used in the production of this report are listed below: - 
 

Document title Where the document can be viewed 
 

Report to the Environment and 
Performance Committee on 3rd 
November 2020 

https://moderngov.boston.gov.uk 
 

 

CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF THIS REPORT 
 

 

Name of body Date 

Environment and Performance 
Committee 

3rd November 2020 

 

https://moderngov.boston.gov.uk/


 
APPENDIX A 

 
Recommendations developed by the Task and Finish Group established under 
the auspices of the Environment and Performance Committee to conduct a 
review into: REGULATING AND SAFEGUARDING BOSTON’S ECONOMY  

 

1. That a call for a change in the legislation be tabled to prevent the sale of 

alcohol during an appeal period and that the Member of Parliament for 

Boston be asked to champion such a change regardless of the 

government’s apparent lack of appetite to do so. 

 
2. That Government, take into consideration the significant loss of revenue to 

the 

U.K from increasing sales of illicit tobacco, implement Licensing of the sale 

of tobacco. 

 
3. That closure of a business found to be in breach of its alcohol licence 

conditions be immediate until an official Licensing hearing determined its 

future. 

 
4. That the Police and Senior Council Officers be empowered to serve FPNs 

for breach of licence conditions 

 
5. That all 11 responsible authorities be required to give consideration to all 

licence applications / reviews of licences and be encouraged to take greater 

involvement by providing clear, concise feedback. 

 
6. That Parliament be asked for an increase in Alcohol Licensing fees. 

 

 
7. That the Council provide greater education of the public and of parish 

councils in their rights to respond to Licensing applications and that 

guidance be readily available and circulated where possible. 

 
8. That Boston Community Alcohol Partnership (CAP) be requested to 

promote its success to date and popularise itself in the media/social media 

particularly. 

 



9. That reporting of ASB activity be produced and issued quarterly for 

members of the public. 

That the reporting provided be comparative to incidents within Horncastle 

and Skegness over the same period. 

That the report be within a frame of reference, identifying the activity both 

per capita and numeric. 

That the reporting be issued on the Councils website for ease of access by 

the public and also an item be produced within the Councils newsletter 

advising of the new reporting facility and the link to access it. 

 
10. That a notice be included on the Council’s website providing the general 

police contact email for reporting of non-urgent crime. The notice to include 

a caveat stressing the link is only for non-urgent crime. 

 
11. That discussions’ are held between the Council and the Police to agree a 

way forward in facilitating regular public meetings, to allow questions by 

public in respect of policing matters. 

One option being to provide a quarterly or monthly Q and A session meeting 

to allow all members of the public across the borough to participate. 

 

12. That the Council consider locking the Central Park gates overnight to 

address on-going issues of ASB within the park. 

That if required a trial period of four months be agreed to allow monitoring 

of incidents during that time to either support or not, the closing of the gates 

permanently overnight. 

That agreement is reached as to who will fund the cost of who will close the 

gates and that a request be made to the BTAC committee for such funding 

for the trial period, or if agreed on a permanent basis. 

 

13. That BTAC be requested to consider the funding of a service for Central 

Park to address ongoing ASB in the park. 

 
 
 

End of recommendations. 


